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OER & Creative Commons Licenses 
 

Open Education Resources are “Materials for teaching or learning that are either in the public domain or 
have been released under a license that allows them to be freely used, changed, or shared with others.” 
Many OERs are licensed with Creative Commons Licenses; some permit remixing (changing) original work. 
 
CC License Icons use symbols and abbreviations to represent the four key License elements: 

Attribution (BY)     ShareAlike (SA)       NonCommercial (NC)      NoDerivs (ND) 
 

  
 
NOTE: Some OERs may not be labeled with CC License icons or as being in the Public Domain. If a resource is not labeled, 
check the site’s Terms of Use, Copyright Policy, etc. (usually linked at bottom of webpage or homepage). 
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