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AASL Standards Framework for School Libraries- Curate 
 

SHARED 
FOUNDATION & 

KEY 
COMMITMENT 

DOMAINS & ALIGNMENTS 

 
A. THINK 

 
B. CREATE 

 
C. SHARE 

 
D. GROW 

IV. CURATE 
 

Make meaning for 
oneself and others 
by collecting, 
organizing, and 
sharing resources 
of personal 
relevance.  
 
 

 

The school library 
provides problem-
based learning 
experiences and 
environments by: 
 
1. Using resources 

and technology 
to foster inquiry 
and scaffold 
mastery skills 
necessary for 
learning to 
progress. 

 
2. Adopting a 

dynamic 
collection-
development 
plan to ensure 
that adequate 
resources reflect 
current and in-
depth 
knowledge. 

 
3. Focusing on the 

effective use of a 
wide range of 
resources to 
foster 
information skills 
appropriate to 
content areas.  

The school library 
promotes selection of 
appropriate resources 
and tools for 
information use by: 

 
1. Demonstrating and 

documenting how 
resources and 
technology are used 
to address 
information needs. 

2. Providing 
opportunities for all 
members of the 
school community 
to develop 
information and 
technology skills 
needed to promote 
the transfer of 
information-related 
problem-solving 
strategies across all 
disciplines. 

3. Employing dynamic 
collection policy 
that includes 
selection and 
retention criteria for 
all materials within 
the collection. 

4. Implementing an 
administratively 
approved and 
endorsed policy that 
clearly addresses 
procedures for 
handling material 
challenges. 

5. Designing and 
providing adequate, 
appropriate space 
for library 
resources, services, 
and activities.   

The school library 
facilitates the 
contribution and 
exchange of 
information within and 
among learning 
communities by: 
 
1. Providing an 

environment in 
which resources that 
support the school’s 
curriculum and 
learning goals can be 
collaboratively 
selected and 
developed. 

 
2. Including and tacking 

collection materials 
in a system that uses 
standardized 
approaches to 
description and 
location. 

 
3. Establishing policies 

that promote 
effective acquisition, 
description, 
circulation, sharing, 
and access to 
resources within and 
beyond the school 
day. 

 
4. Maintaining 

procedures that 
ensure user 
confidentiality and 
promote unimpeded 
access to materials 
by staff members 
and learners.   

The school library 
engages the learning 
community in 
exploring resources 
by: 
 
1. Describing, 

organizing, and 
promoting the 
collection for 
maximum and 
effective uses for 
multiple learning 
applications. 

 
2. Maintaining a 

collection of 
sufficient breadth 
and currency to 
be pertinent to 
the school’s 
program of 
studies. 

 
3. Supporting access 

through a 
schedule that 
allows use by 
learners and staff 
at time of need. 

 
4. Using local and 

external data to 
inform ongoing 
adjustments to 
the scope of the 
resource 
collection, and its 
audiences, 
formats, and 
applications.   


